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of Independence is accepted as our "fundamental law" — taken 
literally. All immigrants, a million as much as one, have a right 
to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Economic facts are 
disregarded. It is stated that there is still an unlimited supply 
of free land; that Texas alone could support the whole world's 
population with a homestead of an acre or so for every man. No 
qualification is made to the effect that a third of these acres pro- 
duce only mesquite and chaparral. It is a pity that the publishers 
should see fit to advertise such a book as "a powerful presentation 
of the immigrant problem. A. B. W. 
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Social Problems and Reforms 
The Young Man's Chances in South and Central America. A 
Study of Opportunity. By William A. Reid. (Washington: 
Southern Commercial Congress. 1914. Pp. 173.) 
Mr. Reid touches upon conditions and opportunities in trade — 
engineering, agriculture, banking, manufacturing, teaching, jour- 
nalism, insurance, law, medicine, and miscellaneous vocations in 
the countries of South and Central America, and to some extent 
in Mexico and Cuba. He also includes personal experiences and 
observations, the stories of success and failure of others, the Latin- 
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American student movement, and other topics. Such an array 
of subjects in so limited a space could be given but superficial 
treatment ; and in his preface Mr. Reid states that the book "is 
not a guide but rather, it is hoped, a means of awakening deeper 
study of possibilities as well as pitfalls." 

The nature of the book is anecdotal and detailed, with extended 
quotations from sources of varying authority. Rates of salaries 
and wages, together with estimated costs of living in Brazil, con- 
stitute a valuable detail. A statement concerning "large areas" 
and "great mines" of coal in South America, unaccompanied by 
any statement that South America is a coal importing nation 
and that even Chile, the greatest coal producer of the continent, 
still imports half her coal, incurs the risk of being misleading. 
Mr. Reid admits frankly that salaries and wages rule lower and 
expenses higher in South America at present than in the United 
States, so that the opportunities of chief interest to North Ameri- 
cans are those in trade between the United States and Latin 
America, or positions with some foreign corporation established 
in Latin America or in some scientific or technical capacity for 
a Latin-American government. Since Mr. Reid wrote these lines 
the whole business situation on both the east coast and west coast 
of South America has become even more unpromising. 

He does well to note one potent influence of North America on 
South America omitted surprisingly often by writers on Latin 
America, namely, the American schools with American teachers in 
several of the countries. Originally established as sectarian in- 
stitutions several of them have developed into preparatory schools 
highly regarded by the South Americans and subsidized in one 
country at least — Bolivia — by the state. Possible opportunities 
in South America in shoe manufacturing on a small scale and 
in dairy farming and operation might well have received more 
attention, also the possibility of department store operation, which 
is not mentioned at all. 

A valuable part of the book is the appendix, provided by the 
Pan-American Union, containing lists of companies with offices in 
the United States operating in Latin America, of United States 
periodicals paying especial attention to Latin America, and of 
prominent United States firms in Latin-American trade. 

Sf.i.den O. Martin. 



